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concentrated his forces to fight, and on September 27 the
French found their progress blocked by the whole British army
arrayed for battle on the ridge of Bussaco. Their attacks,
delivered in succession at two different points two miles apart,
were beaten back with considerable loss, and the French
Marshal realised that the enemy must be manceuvred out of
his position. He accordingly moved his whole army across a
mountain path beyond the left flank of Wellington, who there-
upon executed a deliberate and unhurried retirement, by
Coirnbra, to the lines of Torres Vedras. Massena followed
under great difficulties ; supplies were short, and hostile militia
and guerilla bands infested his flanks and rear, cut his com-
munications and captured Tiis hospital and depot at Coimbra as
soon as he had left that place. Finally, on October 10, he was
brought up short before the lines, which, after careful recon-
naissance, he declined to attack. In this he was wise, for
Wellington could have opposed to his 55,000 men not only the
20,000 second line troops garrisoning the works, but also
58,000 of the field army, ready to deal with any force which
should have broken its way through the defences. The French
Marshal, with a stubborn resolution exceeding his adversary's
expectations, maintained his position under ever-increasing
difficulties for a whole month, and then only fell back some
25 miles to a strong position around Santarem, which Wellington
in his turn felt but dared not attack.
In this situation of apparent stalemate the campaign of
1810 closed. But the true advantage lay with the British ; the
French had made their last and greatest effort against Portugal
and had failed to achieve their object, and Wellington and his
armies had set out on the first stage of that advance which,
after many vicissitudes, several checks and more than one
set-back, was in the end to carry them forward into France to
attend the final obsequies of Napoleon's Empire.
III. the peninsular war : the period of tension,    ,
1811-1812
^ The new phase of the war, that opened with Massena's
withdrawal from Portugal, was in its actual results indecisive,
leaving the two contending armies at the end in much the same
position as at the beginning of the period. None the less the
initiative had passed to Wellington, and his adversaries were,
for practically the whole of the two years, reduced to a defensive
attitude, and compelled to await and parry blows in place of
themselves delivering them. On the whole—at least to outward
seeming—they were .successful in maintaining their positions

